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By Kevin Mcgill and Jay 
Reeves 

(AP) — Hurricane Ida blast- 
ed ashore Sunday as one 
of the most powerful storms 
ever to hit the U.S., rushing 
from the Louisiana coast 
toward New Orleans and 
one of the nation’s most 


important industrial corri- 
dors. 
The powerful Category 


4 storm with winds of 150 
mph (230 kph) hit on the 
same date Hurricane Kat- 
rina ravaged Louisiana and 
Mississiopi 16 years earlier, 
coming ashore about 45 
miles (72 kilometers) west of 
where Category 3 Katrina 
first struck land. 

The rising ocean swamped 
the barrier island of Grand 
Isle. The hurricane was 
churning through the far 


southern Louisiana wet- Continued on next page 
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lands, with the more than 2 
million people living in and 
around New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge up next. 

“This is not the kind of storm 
that we normally get. This is 
going to be much stronger 
than we usually see and, 
quite frankly, if you had to 
draw up the worst possible 
oath for a hurricane in Loui- 
siana, If would be some- 
thing very, very close to 
what we're seeing,” Gov. 
John Bel Edwards told The 
Associated Press. 

People in Louisiana woke 
Up to a monster storm after 
Ida's top winds grew by 45 
mph (72 koh) in five hours 
as the hurricane moved 
through some of the warm- 
est ocean water in the 
world in the northern Gulf 
of Mexico. 
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A man takes pictures of high waves along the shore of Lake Pontchartrain as Hurricane Ida nears, 
Sunday, Aug. 29, 2021, in New Orleans. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert) 
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Wind tore at awnings and 
water spilled out of Lake 
Ponchartrain in New Or- 
leans before noon Sunday. 
Officials said Ida’s swift in- 
tensification from a few 
thunderstorms to a mas- 
sive hurricane in just three 
days leff no time to orga- 
nize a mandatory evacu- 
ation of the city’s 390,000 
residents. Mayor LaToya 
Cantrell urged residents 
to leave voluntarily. Those 
who stayed were warned 
to prepare for long power 
outages amid sweltering 
heat. 

“This is the time. Heed alll 
warnings. Ensure that you 
shelter in place. You hun- 
ker down,” Cantrell told a 
news conference. 

Nick Mosca, out walking his 
dog Sunday morning be- 
fore the storm hit, said he’d 
like to have been better 
orepared. 

“But this storm came pret- 
ty quick, so you only have 
the time you have,” Mosca 
sald. 

Ida's 150 mph winds tied it 
for the fifth-strongest hurri- 
cane to ever hit the main- 
lana-U.S. 

Those winds came through 
Port Fourchon, where boats 
and helicopters gather to 
take workers and supplies 
to oll platforms in the ocean 
and the oil extracted starts 
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A news crew reports on the edge of Lake Pontchartrain ahead of approaching Hurricane Ida in 
New Orleans, Sunday, Aug. 29, 2021. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert) 


its journey toward refineries. 
The port handles about a 
fifth of the nation’s domes- 
tic oll and gas, officials said. 
Edwards said he watched 
a live video feed from the 
port area as Ida came 
ashore. 

“The storm surge Is just tre- 
mendous. We can see the 
roofs have been blown 
off of the port buildings in 
many places,” Edwards 
told the AP. 

Along with the oil industry, 
Ida threatened a region 
already reeling from a re- 
surgence of COVID-19 in- 





Harrison County W Wittmann Road in Pass Christian, Miss. floods 
in the early morning of Sunday, Aug. 29, 2021 as a result of the 
arrival of Hurricane Ida. (Hunter Dawkins/The Gazebo Gazette 
via AP) 


fections, due to low vacci- 
nation rates and the highly 
contagious delta variant. 
New Orleans — hospitals 
planned to ride out the 
storm with their beds nearly 
full, as similarly stressed hos- 
pitals elsewhere had little 
room for evacuated pa- 
tients. And shelters for those 
fleeing their homes carried 
an added risk of becoming 
flashpoints for new  infec- 
tions. 

Forecasters warned winds 
stronger than 115 mph (185 
koh) were expected soon 
in Houma, a city of 33,000 
that supports oil platforms 
in the Gulf. 

Gulfport, Mississippi, to the 
east of New Orleans, was 
seeing the ocean rise and 
heavy rain bands. Empty 
lots where homes stood 
before Katrina are still com- 
mon in coastal Mississippi, 
and Claudette Jones evac- 
uated her home fo the east 
of Gulfoort as waves start- 
ed pounding the shore. 
“I’m praying | can go back 
to a normal home like | 
left,” she said. 

“That's what I’m praying 
for. But I’m not sure aft this 
point.” 

Comparisons to the Aug. 
29, 2005, landfall of Ka- 


trina weighed heavily on 
residents bracing for Ida. 
Katrina was blamed _ for 
1,800 deaths as it caused 
levee breaches and cata- 
strophic flooding in New 
Orleans and demolished 
oceanfront homes in Missis- 
slopi. Ida’s hurricane force 
winds stretched 50 miles (80 
kilometers) from the storm's 
eye, or about half the size 
of Katrina. 

Ramsey Green who is in 
charge of infrastructure 
for the city of New Or 
leans emphasized before 
the worst of the storm that 
when it comes to protec- 
tions against storm surge, 
the city is in a “very differ- 
ent place than it was 16 
years ago.” 

Water should not penetrate 
the levee system, which 
has been massively over- 
hauled since Katrina. But if 
forecasts of Up to 20 inch- 
es (50 centimeters) of rain 
come true, the city’s un- 
derfunded and neglected 
network of pumps, UNder- 
ground pipes and surface 
canals likely can’t keep up, 
Green said. 

“It’s an incredibly fragile 
system,” he said. 

About 150,000 customers 
were already out of power 
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as of midday, according 
to PowerOutage.US, which 
tracks outages nationwide. 
Hurricane Ida nearly dovu- 
bled in strength, going 
from an 85 mph storm to 
a 150 mph storm in just 24 
hours, which meteorologists 
called “explosive intensifi- 
cation.” 

“Ida will most definitely be 
stronger than Katrina, and 
by a pretty big margin,” 
said University of Miami 
hurricane researcher Brian 
McNoldy. “And the worst of 
the storm will pass over New 
Orleans and Baton Rouge, 
which got the weaker side 
of Katrina.” 

The region getting Ida's 
worst could face devas- 
tation to its infrastructure, 
which includes petrochem- 
ical sites and major ports, 
said Jeff Masters, a former 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric §=Administra- 
tion hurricane hunter me- 
teorologist and founder of 
Weather Underground. 

The state’s 17 oil refineries 
account for nearly one-fifth 
of the U.S. refining capacity 
and its two liquefied natu- 
ral gas export terminals ship 
about 55% of the nation’s 
total exports, according to 
the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration. Louisiana is 
also home to two nuclear 
power plants, one near 
New Orleans and another 
about 27 miles (about 43 
kilometers) northwest of Ba- 
ton Rouge. 

The Interstate 10 corridor 
between New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge is a critical 
hub of the nation’s petro- 
chemical industry, lined 
with oil refineries, natural 
gas terminals and chemi- 
cal manufacturing plants. 
Entergy, Louisiana’s major 
electricity provider, oper- 
ates two nuclear power 
plants along the Mississippi 
River. 

President Joe Biden ap- 
proved emergency dec- 
larations for Louisiana and 
Mississippi ahead of Ida's 
arrival.) 
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By Michael Casey and Mi- 
chelle Liu 

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Six 
months after Congress ap- 
proved spending tens of 
billions of dollars to bail 
out renters facing eviction, 
South Carolina was just 
reaching Its first tenants. All 
nine of them. 

Like most states, it had 
plenty of money to distrib- 
ute — $272 million. But it 
had handed out just over 
$36,000 by June. The pace 
has since intensified, but 
South Carolina still has only 
distributed $15.5 million in 
rent and utility payments as 
of Aug. 20, or about 6% of 
its funds. 

“People are strangling on 
the red tape,” said Sandy 
Gillis, executive director of 
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Anxious tenants await assistance as evictions resume 





Carolina, they include Ala- 
bama, Arizona, Arkansas, 
lowa, Indiana, Florida, Ne- 
braska, North and South 
Dakota, Mississippi and 
New Mexico. 

There are myriad reasons 
for the slow distribution, 
according to the group. 
Among them is the historic 
amount of money — more 
than the Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment’s annual budget 
— which required some 
450 localities to create pro- 
grams from scratch. Get- 
ting the money out is also 
complicated by the fact 
that checks aren't sent di- 
rectly to beneficiaries like, 
for example, the child tax 
credit. 

States and localities have 


the Hilton Head Deep Well 
Project, which stopped re- 
ferring tenants to the pro- 
gram and started paying 
overdue rent through its 
own private funds instead. 
The struggles in South Caro- 
lina are emblematic of a 
orogram launched at the 
beginning of the year with 
the promise of solving the 
pandemic eviction § crisis, 
only to fall victim in many 
states to bureaucratic hur- 
dles, political inertia and 
Unclear guidance at the 
federal level. 

The concerns about the 
slow pace intensified Thurs- 
day, after the Suoreme 
Court blocked the Biden 
administration from enforc- 
ing a temporary ban that 
was put in place because 
of the coronavirus pan- 


In this Jan. 13, 2021 file photo, tenants’ rights advocates demonstrate outside the Edward W. Brooke 
Courthouse in Boston. States have begun to ramp up the amount of rental assistance reaching 
tenants but there are still millions of families facing eviction who haven't gotten help. The Treasury 
Department says just $5.1 billion of the estimated $46.5 billion in federal rental assistance, or only 
11%, has been distributed by states and localities through July. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, file) 


demic. Some 3.5 million 
people in the U.S. as of Aug. 

16 said they face eviction 
in the next two months, ac- 
cording to the U.S. Census 
Bureau's Household Pulse 
Survey. 

“The Supreme Court de- 
cision undermines historic 
efforts by Congress and 
the White House to ensure 
housing stability during the 
pandemic,” Diane Yentel, 
CEO of the National Low 
Income Housing Coalition, 
said in a statement. 

“State and local govern- 
ments are working to im- 
prove programs fo distrib- 
ute emergency rental as- 


sistance to those in need, 
but they need more time; 
the Supreme Court's deci- 
sion will lead to many rent- 
ers, predominantly people 
of color, losing their homes 
before the assistance can 
reach them.” 

The Treasury Department 
said this week that just over 
$5.1 billion of the estimat- 
ed $46.5 billion in federal 
rental assistance — only 
11% — has been distribut- 
ed by states and localities 
through July. This includes 
some $3 billion handed out 
by the end of June and an- 
other $1.5 billion by May 31. 
Nearly a million households 


have been served and 70 
places have gotten at least 
half their money outT, includ- 
ing several states, among 
them Virginia and Texas, 
according to Treasury. New 
York, which hadn't dis- 
tributed anything through 
May, has now distributed 
more than $156 million. 

But there are 16 states, 
according fo the _ latest 
data, that had distributed 
less than 5% and nine that 
soent less than 3%. Most, 
according to the National 
Low Income Housing Coall- 
tion, are red states, often 
with tough-to-reach rural 
populations. Besides South 


also struggled with technol- 
ogy and staffing, as well as 
reaching tenants without 
access fo the internet, or 
small landlords unaware of 
the help. Some have ap- 
plications so complicated 
they scare off prospec- 
tive applicants or have in- 
come documentation and 
pandemic impact require- 
ments that can be ftime- 
consuming. 

Efforts to use coronavirus 
relief money for rental assis- 
tance last year faced simi- 
lar challenges. 

“A lot of states are lagging 
behind,” said Emma Foley, 
a research analyst with the 
National Low Income Hous- 
ing Coalition. “The fact 
that this many states still 
have distributed so little is 
worrisome.” L]} 





Hostile school board meetings have members calling it quits 


By Carolyn Thompson 

(AP) - A Nevada school board 
member said he had thoughts 
of suicide before stepping down 
amid threats and harassment. In 
Virginia, a board member resigned 
over what she saw as politics driv- 
ing decisions on masks. The vitriol at 
board meetings in Wisconsin had 
one member fearing he would find 
his tires slashed. 

School board members are largely 
Unpaid volunteers, traditionally for- 
mer educators and parents who 
steo forward to shape school pol- 
icy, Choose a superintendent and 
review the budget. But a grow- 
iINg nuMber are resigning or ques- 
tioning their willingness to serve 


as meetings have devolved into 
shouting contests between deeply 
political constituencies over how 
racial issues are taught, masks in 
schools, and COVID-19 vaccines 
and testing requirements. 

In his letter of resignation from 
Wisconsin's Oconomowoc Area 
School Board, Rick Grothaus said 
its work had become “toxic and 
impossible to do.” 

“When | got on, | knew If would be 
difficult,” Grothaus, a retired edu- 
cator, said by phone. “But | wasn’t 
ready or prepared for the vitriolic 
resoonse that would occur, es- 
pecially now that the pandemic 
seemed fo just bring everything out 
in a very, very harsh way. It made it 


impossible to really do any kind of 
meaningful work.” 

He resigned Aug. 15 along with 
two other members, including Dan 
Raasch, who wondered if his car 
and windshield would be intact af- 
ter meetings. 

The National School Boards Asso- 
ciation’s interim executive direc- 
tor, Chip Slaven, said there isn’t evi- 
dence of widespread departures, 
but he and several board mem- 
bers reached by The Associated 
Press said the charged political 
climate that has seeped from the 
national stage into their meetings 
has made a difficult job even more 
challenging, if not impossible. 

In Vail, Arizona, soeakers at a re- 


cent meeting took turns blasting 
school board members over masks, 
vaccines and discussions of race in 
schools — even though the board 
had no plans to act on, or even dis- 
cuss, any of those topics. “It’s my 
constitutional right to be as mean 
as | want to you guys,” one woman 
said. The board moved on after 
more than an hour, only to be in- 
terruopted by more shouting. Board 
member Allison Pratt recalled 
thinking that if she weren't already 
on the board, she wouldn't aspire 
to be. Pratt said she strives to view 
issues from the perspective of even 
the most extreme members of the 
community, and she has no plans 
to resign. LJ 
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After census, citizens panels seek sway in redistricting 


By David A. Lieb 

(AP) - The Indiana Citizens 
Redistricting Commission 
held numerous public hear- 
ings. If produced a report 
prioritizing redistricting cri- 
teria. Soon, the bipartisan 
panel will cap its work by 
drafting new voting maps 
for Indiana's nine’ US. 
House seats and 150 state 
legislative districts based 
on the latest census data. 
Despite all that work and 
its official-sounding name, 
the commission created 
by a coalition of advocacy 
groups has no official role 
in Indiana’s redistricting 
process. The actual line- 
drawing is being done by 
the Republican-led Legis- 
lature, which could ignore 
the commission — entirely 
and use its overwhelming 
majorities to create districts 
that helo the GOP contin- 
ue to win elections for years 
to come. 

Rather than amounting to 
a mere exercise in futility, 
advocates for redistricting 
reform hope the Indiana 
commission and similar ef- 
forts elsewhere can draw 
public attention to partisan 
gerrymandering and pres- 
sure the real mapmakers 
to temper their political in- 
clinations. If that doesn't 
work, they hope their al- 
ternative maps ultimately 
could be implemented by 
judges resolving redistrict- 
ing lawsuits. 

“We think our process will 
oroduce better maps -- 
maps that better serve 
the interests of voters and 
communities,” said Julia 
Vaughn, executive direc- 
tor of Common Cause In- 
diana, which helped form 
the citizens commission. 
The once-a-decade  re- 
districting process has 
ramped up with the re- 
cent release of 2020 census 
data showing how popu- 
lations have changed in 
neighborhoods, cities and 
counties since 2010. USS. 
House and state legislative 
districts must be redrawn 
to rebalance their popula- 
tions. But mapmakers can 
create an advantage for 
their political party in future 
elections by packing op- 
ponents’ voters into a few 
districts or soreading them 
thin among multiple dis- 
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Julia Vaughn, executive director of Common Cause Indiana, speaks during a legislative redis- 
tricting hearing as Republican Rep. Tim Wesco, chairman of the Indiana House Elections Commit- 
tee, looks on at the Indiana Statehouse in Indianapolis on Aug. 11, 2021. (AP Photo/Tom Davies) 


tricts — a process known as 
gerrymandering. 
Redistricting can have sig- 
nificant Consequences. 
Republicans need fo net 
just five seats in 2022 to flip 
control of the U.S. House. 
After the 2010 census, Re- 
publicans who wielded 
mapmaking power in more 
states than Democrats 
used their ensuing edge 
in state capitols to reduce 
taxes, restrict abortion and 
pare back union bargain- 
ING POWweEIS. 

Some. redistricting reform 
advocates believe states 
can cut down on gerry- 
mandering by shifting the 
task fo Independent com- 
missions. Since the last re- 
districting, voters in Colo- 
rado, Michigan, New York, 
Utah and Virginia have 
created redistricting com- 
missions — nearly doubling 
the number of states with 
them. 

Ohio voters approved con- 
stitutional amendments 
that will require majority 
Republican lawmakers and 
executive officials fo gain 
support from minority Dem- 
ocrats for new maps to 


last a full decade. But that 
didn't go far enough for 
some advocacy groups. 

A coalition of left-leaning 
organizations formed the 
Ohio Citizens’ Redistrict- 
ing Commission, — which 
launched a website, held 
public hearings and plans 
to draft maps that priori- 
tize Opportunities for minor- 
ity voters and competitive 
races. Republicans current- 
ly hold a 12-4 advantage in 
Ohio’s U.S. House seats and 
overwhelming majorities in 
both legislative chambers. 
“This Commission is model- 
ing what we believe the of- 
ficial process should have 
done,” said Jeniece Brock, 
vice-chair of the citizens 
commission and advocacy 
director for the nonprofit 
Ohio Organizing Collab- 
orative. 

State Senate President 
Matt Huffman, a Republi- 
can, said earlier this month 
that he was unfamiliar with 
the citizens commission. 
Huffman is a member of 
the official Ohio Redistrict- 
ing Commission, — which 
held its own series of public 
hearings last week about 


new state House and Sen- 
ate districts. 

When the Indiana citi- 
zens commission hosted its 
hearings, retired software 
developer Rob Albrechit- 
Mallinger was eager to 
testify about his belief that 
Indiana's districts have sti- 
fled competition between 
political parties — resulting 
IN primaries in which can- 
didates try to appeal to 
fringe voters. 

“We've got the technology 
of slicing and dicing vot- 
ers down so well that you 
can have the appearance 
of compact reasonable 
lines,” = Albrecht-Mallinger 
told The Associated Press. 
“Yet you are really tricking 
everybody into making the 
orimaries one-party par- 
tisanshio contests, rather 
than an open. election 
where both parties actually 
have to appeadi to the most 
number of people.” 
Republicans held a consis- 
tent partisan advantage 
in Indiana's congressional 
and state House elections 
this past decade, accord- 
ing to an AP analysis that 
identified states where 
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parties won more. seats 
than expected based on 
their percentage of votes. 
Albrecht-Mallinger lives in 
the state’s northwestern 
Ist Congressional District, a 
Democratic-held seat that 
will have to expand geo- 
graphically because the 
census showed if is nearly 
22,000 residents short of the 
new population target. 
State Rep. Tim Wesco, the 
Republican chair of the 
House redistricting commit- 
tee, didn’t directly address 
an AP question about the 
extent to which his panel 
will weigh the recommen- 
dations of the citizens com- 
mission. But he said in an 
email that his committee 
will “consider all feedback” 
and added that “many citi- 
zens shared insightful infor- 
mation” during its hearings. 
Dan Vicuna, national redis- 
tricting manager for Com- 
mon Cause, said there are 
efforts underway across the 
country “trying to shame 
the legislature into doing 
the right thing.” 

But if lawmakers don’t 
adopt citizens’ redistrict- 
ing suggestions, “we think It 
could be more powerful to 
judges, who have less of a 
partisan stake in how these 
districts are drawn,” Vicuna 
said. Though redistricting 
commissions are viewed by 
some as a way to reduce 
partisanship, that has not 
always been the case in 
states that have formally 
adopted them. 

In Missouri, a bipartisan 
commission responsible for 
redrawing state House dis- 
tricts deadlocked repeat- 
edly this month over who 
should be chair. Virginia's 
new bipartisan commission 
couldn't agree on a single 
consultant to help draft 
maps. Arizona's commis- 
sion was criticized in May 
by Democrats for hiring 
consultants who they as- 
serted had aligned with Re- 
publicans and disfavored 
Latino communities. And a 
recent decision by Michi- 
gan commissioners to hire 
a law firm that defended 
Republican-drawn maps 
elsewhere was denounced 
by Voters Not Politicians, 
the group that sponsored 
the ballot initiative creating 
the commission.L) 
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By Kathy Gannon, Lolita C. 
Baldor, Tameem Akhgar 
and Joseph Krauss 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 
A U.S. drone strike blew up 
a vehicle carrying “multiple 
suicide bombers” from Af- 
ghanistan’s Islamic State 
affiliate on Sunday before 
they could attack the on- 
going military evacuation 
at Kabul’s — international 
airoort, American officials 
sala: 

The strike came just two 
days before the U.S. is set to 
conclude a massive airlift 
of tens of thousands of Af- 
ghan and foreign civilians 
and withdraw the last of its 
troops, ending America’s 
longest war with the Tal- 
iban back in power. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment released a_e state- 
ment signed by around 100 
countries, as well as NATO 
and the European Union, 
saying they had received 
“assurances” from the Tal- 
iban that people with trav- 
el documents would still be 
able to leave the country 
freely. The Taliban have 
said they will allow normal 
travel after the U.S. with- 
drawal is completed on 
Tuesday and they assume 
control of the airport. 

At around the same time 
as the drone strike, Afghan 
police said a rocket hit a 
neighborhood near the air- 
port, killing a child. Rashid, 
the Kabul police chief, who 
goes by one name, con- 
firmed the rocket attack, 
and video obtained by The 
Associated Press showed 
smoke rising from a building 
around a kilometer (half a 
mile) from the airport. 

The Taliban described the 
drone strike and the rocket 
attack as separate inci- 
dents, but residents of the 
Afghan capital heard only 
one large blast. 

Two American military offi- 
cials, who sooke on condi- 
tion of anonymity to discuss 
military operations, called 
the airstrike successful and 
said the vehicle carried 
multiple bombers. 

U.S. Navy Capt. Bill Urban, 
a military sookesman, said 
the strike was carried out in 
“self-defense.” He said the 
military was investigating 
whether there were cCivil- 
ian casualties but that “we 
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Afghan people are seen inside a house after U.S. drone strike in Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, Aug. 
29, 2021. A U.S. drone strike destroyed a vehicle carrying "multiple suicide bombers" from Afghan- 
istan's Islamic State affiliate on Sunday before they could attack the ongoing military evacuation 
at Kabul's international airport, American officials said. (AP Photo/Khwaja Tawfiq Sedigi) 


have no indications at this 
time.” 

“We are confident we suc- 
cessfully hit the target,” 
Urban said. “Significant 
secondary explosions from 
the vehicle indicated the 
presence of a substantial 
amount of explosive mate- 
rial.” 

The strike came two days 
after an Islamic State sui- 
cide attack outside the 
airoort killed at least 169 
Afghans and 13 U.S. service 
members. The U.S. carried 
out a drone strike else- 
where in the country on 
Saturday that it said killed 
Two IS members. 

President Joe Biden had 
vowed to keep up the alir- 
strikes, saying Saturday that 
another attack was “highly 
likely.” The State Depart- 
ment called the threat 
“specific” and “credible.” 
The Sunni extremists of IS, 
with links to the group’s 
more well-known affiliate 
in Syria and lrag, have car- 
ried out a series of attacks, 
mainly targeting Afghani- 
stan’s Shiite Muslim minor- 
ity, Including a 2020 assault 
on a maternity hospital in 
Kabul that killed women 
and newborns. 

The Taliban have fought 
against the IS affiliate in the 
past and have pledged to 


not allow Afghanistan to 
become a base for terror 
attacks. The U.S.-led inva- 
sion in 2001 came in re- 
soonse To the 9/11 attacks, 
which al-Qaida planned 
and executed while being 
sheltered by the Taliban. 
The Taliban increased se- 
curity around the airport af- 
ter Thursday's attack, clear- 
ing away the large crowds 
that had gathered outside 
the gates hoping to join the 
airlift. 

Britain ended its evacuation 
flights Saturday, and most 
U.S. allies concluded theirs 
earlier in the week. But U.S. 
military cargo planes con- 
tinued their runs into the 
airoort Sunday, ahead of 
a Tuesday deadline set by 
President Joe Biden fo with- 
draw all American troops. 
In interviews with Sunday 
talk shows, Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken said 
the U.S. was working with 
other countries fo ensure 
that the airport functions 
normally after the U.S. with- 
drawal and that the Tal- 
iban allow people to travel 
freely. 

The Taliban have given 
similar assurances In recent 
days, even as they have 
urged Afghans to remain 
and help rebuild the war- 
ravaged country. 


Tens of thousands of Af- 
ghans have sought to flee 
the country since the Tal- 
iban’s rapid takeover ear- 
lier this month, fearing a 
return to the harsh form of 
Iskamic rule the group im- 
posed on Afghanistan from 
1996 until 2001. Others fear 
revenge attacks or general 
instability. 

The Taliban have pledged 
amnesty for all Afghans, 
even those who worked 
with the U.S. and its allies, 
and say they want fo re- 
store peace and security 
after decades of war. But 
many Afghans distrust the 
group, and there have 
been reports of summary 
executions and other hu- 
man rights abuses in areas 
under Taliban control. 

The shooting of a folk singer 
in a tense region north of 
Kabul was bound to con- 
tribute to such fears. Fawad 
Andarabi's family said the 
Taliban shot him for no rea- 
son, just days after they 
had searched his home 
and drank tea with him. 
“He was innocent, a singer 
who only was entertaining 
people,” his son, Jawad, 
said. “They shot him in the 
head on the farm.” 

The shooting happened 
in the Andarabi Valley, for 
which the family is named, 


some 100 kilometers (60 
miles) north of Kabul, where 
the Taliban battled local 
fighters even after seizing 
the capital. The Taliban say 
they have retaken the re- 
gion, which is near moun- 
tainous Panjshir, the only 
one of Afghanistan's 34 
provinces not under Tal- 
iban control. 

Taliban sookesman Zabihul- 
lah Mujahid said his group 
would investigate the 
shooting, without providing 
any further information. The 
Taliban banned music as 
un-Islamic when they last 
ruled the country. 
Andarabi played the 
ghichak, a bowed lute, 
and sang traditional songs 
about his birthplace, his 
oeople and the country. A 
video online showed him 
at one performance, sitting 
on arug with the mountains 
behind him. 

“There is no country in the 
world like my homeland, 
Qa proud nation,” he sang. 
“Our beautiful valley, 
our  great-grandparents’ 
homeland.” 

Karima Bennoune, the Unit- 
ed Nations special rappor- 
teur on cultural rights, said 
she had “grave concern” 
over Andarabi’s killing. “We 
call on governments to de- 
mand the Taliban respect 
the #humanrights of #art- 
ists,’ she tweeted. 

Agnes Callamard, the sec- 
retary-general of Amnesty 
International, also decried 
the killing. “There is mount- 
ing evidence that the Tal- 
lban of 2021 is the same 
as the intolerant, violent, 
repressive Taliban of 2001,” 
she tweeted. “Nothing has 
changed on that front.” J 
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Gaza protesters clash with Israeli troops near the border 


By Wafaa Shurafa 
Associated Press 

(AP) — Hundreds of Hamas- 
backed activists on Satur- 
day launched what they 
said was the first in a series 
of nighttime protests along 
the Israeli border, throwing 
explosives toward _ Israeli 
forces who responded with 
live fire. 

Organizers said the gather- 
ings, which are to continue 
throughout the week, were 
meant to sfep up pressure 
on Israel fo ease a crippling 
economic blockade on 
the Gaza Strip. 

“The occupation will not 
enjoy calm unless the siege 
on our beloved land is 
lifted,” said Abu Omar, a 
spokesman for the protest- 
ers. 

Israel and Egypt have main- 
tained the blockade since 
Hamas, a group sworn to 
Israel’s destruction, seized 
control of Gaza in 2007, a 
year after it won Palestinian 
elections. 

The blockade, which re- 
stricts the movement of 
goods and people in and 
out of Gaza, has ravaged 
the territory’s economy. I|s- 
rael has tightened the clo- 
sure since an 11-day war in 
May, demanding the return 
of the remains of two dead 
soldiers and freedom for 
two Israeli civilians believed 
to be in Hamas captivity. 
Amateur footage and 








Protesters take cover next to tires on fire near the fence of Gaza Strip border with Israel during a 
protest east of Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2021. Hundreds of Palestin- 
ians on Wednesday demonsirated near the Israeli border in the southern Gaza Strip, calling on 
Israel to ease a crippling blockade days after a similar gathering ended in deadly clashes with 
the Israeli army. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana) 


photos from inside Gaza 
showed hundreds of Pales- 
tinians protesters engaged 
in. Saturday's gathering. 
some appeared to be 
throwing explosives and 
chanting in celebrations as 
blasts sounded. 

The Israeli military said 
troops resoonded to the 
explosives by firing live 
rounds toward the protest- 
ers. If said there were no in- 
juries on the Israeli side. 
Gaza health officials said 
three orotesters were 
wounded by Israeli fire. 


Earlier Saturday, Gaza 
health officials said a 
12-year-old Palestinian boy 
died from head wounds af- 
ter being shot during a simi- 
lar demonstration a week 
earlier. 

Another Palestinian man, 
identified as a member of 
Hamas’ military wing, was 
also killed in that protest, 
while an Israeli soldier was 
shot in the head from point- 
blank range by a protester. 
The soldier remains in criti- 
cal condition. 


Hamas-linked operatives 


also launched a number 
of incendiary balloons from 
Gaza Saturday afternoon, 
sparking two fires in south- 
ern Israel, according to the 
Israeli fire service. 

Israel and Hamas are bitter 
enemies that have fought 
four wars and numerous 
skirmishes since 2007. Israel 
says the closure is neces- 
sary to prevent Hamas from 
gathering arms while critics 
say the blockade amounts 
to collective punishment. 
Egypt has been trying to 
mediate a_ longer-term 





cease-fire that would ease 
the blockade and ap- 
peared to be making prog- 
ress last week when if pres- 
sured Hamas to restrain a 
border protest on Wednes- 
day. 

The following day, Israel 
said it was easing some of 
the commercial restrictions 
on Gaza, allowing vehicles, 
goods and equipment for 
rebuilding projects to enter 
the Palestinian enclave. Is- 
rael said the easing could 
expand further if things re- 
main quiet. 

The Israeli government 
reached an agreement 
with Qatar on Aug. 19 al- 
lowing the Gulf country to 
resume aid payments to 
families in Gaza, a move 
aimed at reducing tensions 
with Hamas. Israel susoend- 
ed aid payments in May, 
saying the move was neéec- 
essary to ensure Hamas did 
not benefit from cash injec- 
tions. 

But Saturday night’s protest 
indicated violence could 
soon escalate again. 

At least 260 Palestinians 
were killed during May’s 
Gaza-lsrael war, including 
67 children and 39 women, 
according to the Gaza 
health ministry. Hamas has 
acknowledged the deaths 
of 80 militants. Twelve cli- 
vilians, including two. chil- 
dren, were killed in Israel, 
along with one soldier.L] 





Expedition discovers island believed world’s northernmost 
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In this photo provided by Morten Rasch on Saturday, Aug. 28, 
2021, a view of the newly discovered Island, off the coast of 
Greenland. A team of Arctic researchers from Denmark has 
discovered accidentally during an expedition what they be- 
lieve is the world’s northernmost island, located off the coast 
of Greenland. The yet-to-be-named island is 780 meters north 
of Oodaag, an island off Cape Morris Jesup, the northernmost 
point of Greenland and one of the most northerly points of land 


on Earth. (Morten Rasch via AP) 


Associated Press 

(AP) — A team of Arctic 
researchers from Denmark 
say they accidentally dis- 
covered what they believe 
is the world’s northernmost 
island located off Green- 
land's coast. 

The scientists from the Uni- 
versity of Copenhagen ini- 
tially thought they had ar- 
rived at Oodaag, an island 
discovered by a Danish sur- 
vey team in 1978, to collect 
samples during an expedi- 
tion that was conducted in 
July. 

They instead wound up on 
an undiscovered island fur- 
ther north. 

“We were convinced that 
the island we were stand- 
iINg on was Oodaagq, which 
until then was registered as 


the world’s northernmost 
island,” said expedition 
leader Morten Rasch of the 
University’s department of 
geosciences and natural 
resource managemert. 
“But when | posted photos 
of the island and its coor- 
dinates on social media, 
a number of American is- 
land hunters went crazy 
and said that it couldn't 
be true,” he said in a state- 
ment on Friday. 

“Island hunters” are known 
as adventurers whose 
hobby it is fo search for un- 
known islands. 

The yet-to-be-named island 
is 780 meters (about 850 
yards) north of Oodaagq, an 
iskand off Cape Morris Je- 
sup, the northernmost point 
of Greenland and one of 


the most northerly points of 
land on Earth. 

The tiny island, apparently 
discovered as a result of 
shifting pack ice, is about 
30 by 60 meters (about 100 
by 200 feet) in size and rises 
to about three to four me- 
ters (10 to 13 feet) above 
sea _ level, the university 
said. The research team re- 
portedly doesn’t consider 
the discovery to be a result 
of climate change and has 
allegedly proposed nam- 
ing the island Qegertag 
Avannarleg, which means 
“the northernmost island” 
in Greenlandic. 

“No one knows how long 
it will remain. In principle, it 
could disappear as soon as 
a powerful new storm hits,” 
Rasch said.) 
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By Jari Tanner 

(AP) — Estonia is gearing 
Up for an Unusual presiden- 
tial election in parliament. 
There will be only one can- 
didate in Monday's vote, 
a situation unprecedented 
since the Baltic nation re- 
gained its independence 
30 years ago. 

President Kersti Kaljulaid’s 
five-year term expires on 
Oct. 10, and lawmakers in 
the 101-seat Riigikogu par- 
liament must elect a new 
head of state to replace 
her in the largely ceremo- 
nial post. 

As no further candidates 
registered by the late Sat- 
urday deadline, the direc- 
tor of the Estonian National 
Museum, Alar Karis, will be 
the sole contender. Karis, 
a former state auditor, is 
the only one who has man- 
aged to get support from 
the required minimum of 21 
lawmakers. 

Holding a vote with only 
one candidate has flum- 
moxed the country, and 
several politicians have 
called for a complete over- 
haul of Estonia’s complex 
presidential election —§ sys- 
tem. Some Estonians have 
even suggested that the 
small European © nation, 
where the prime minister 
holds most political power, 
should abolish the head of 
state post altogether. 

Jaak Joeruut, a former de- 
fense minister and diplo- 
mat, said in a recent opin- 
ion piece that “elections 
with one candidate belong 
to the Soviet era. It is uneth- 
ical, but, strangely enough, 
legal.” Once a Soviet re- 
oublic, Estonia, a nation of 
1.3 million, regained its in- 
dependence in 1991 and is 
now a member of both the 
European Union and NATO. 
Had the president been 
directly elected by the 
people, the liberal Kaljulaid 
would be seeking a second 
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term. Estonia’s first female 
president is reasonably 
popular among the public. 
But she enjoys little support 
from lawmakers, reportedly 
due fo her outsookenness 
about fellow — politicians 
and government policies. 
Prime Minister Kaja Kallas’ 
Reform Party and the Cen- 
ter Party — which make up 
Estonia’s center-right coali- 
tion government — have 
endorsed Karis, 63. 

Both parties have praised 
him for his understanding 
of Estonia’s society and see 
his academic background 
— he headed the University 
of Tartu, Estonia’s main ac- 
ademic institution — and 
work as an auditor as sub- 
stantial strengths. 

Tonis Sarts, an associate 
professor in comparative 
politics at Tallinn University, 
agrees with the assessment 
but noted that Karis is a 
novice in foreign policy. 
“He is probably one of the 
most well-orepared can- 
didates considering the 
domestic policy dimen- 
sion but he hasn’t had any 
practical experience in 
foreign policy-making and 
diplomacy,” Sarts told The 
Associated Press. 

Karis needs a_ two-thirds 
majority, or 68 votes, in par- 
liament to be elected in the 
secret ballot. The governing 
coalition has 59 votes, and 
he is seen as likely to gather 
the support of at least an- 
other nine lawmakers from 
three opposition parties. 
The populist right-wing EKRE 
party has proposed a can- 
didate of its own, but didn't 
have enough lawmakers to 
register him. The conserva- 
tive Fatherland — a small 
opposition party — said it 
agrees with Karis on several 
issues but gave its lawmak- 
ers a free hand in the vote. 
Meanwhile, the Social 
Democrats are divided be- 
tween Kaljulaid and Karis 





Alar Karis, a former state auditor and current director of the Es- 
tonian National Museum poses for a photo in Tallinn, Estonia, 
Friday, Aug. 27, 2021. Karis is the only candidate running and 
he needs two-thirds of lawmakers' votes to be elected. Esto- 
nia is gearing up for an unusual presidential vote in parliament 
Monday, Sept. 30, 2021. There is, so far, only one candidate — a 
situation unprecedented since the Baltic nation regained inde- 
pendence 30 years ago. (AP Photo/Aron Urb) 
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Museum chief is only candidate for Estonia's presidency 


but the party has too few 
lawmakers and allies to 
propose the sitting presi- 
dent run for reelection. 
Should lawmakers reject 
Karis on Monday, anoth- 
er two voting rounds are 
scheduled for Tuesday. If 
that fails, the election will 
be transferred to a special 
208-member electoral col- 
lege who would vote on a 
new head of state in Sep- 
tember. Under  Estonia’s 
constitution, the president’s 
role is mostly representing 
the nation abroad and 
acting as a domestic opin- 
ion leader. 
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Over 125,000 Fit2fly tests completed! 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 
Testing Centers just completed test number 
125,000 since starting testing services at the 
beginning of the year. With six locations at 
various resorts on the island and two walk-in 
locations are at the Cove Mall and near the 
Courtyard by Marriott Aruba Resort at the Mill, 
it is one of the largest test centers on island. 


MedCare’s fit2fly test centers offer your best 
option for the post vacation COVID-19 test 
which has been a requirement since January 
26th 2021 by the U.S. before returning home. 
All passengers going to the United States, in- 
cluding U.S. citizens, are required to have a 
negative (antigen or PCR) COVID-19 test re- 
sult of a test taken maximum three days prior 
to boarding the flight, or documentation of 
recovery from COVID-19. MedCare’s testing 
centers in and close to the hotels provide you 
with an easy and secure solution. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic 
that is specialized in urgent care for tourists 
and that has been appointed as the national 
COVID-19 clinic for tourists, and Laboratorio 
di Servicio, a full-service modern medical 
laboratory with state-of-the-art equioment, 
have partnered up to provide fast and reli- 
able COVID-19 testing to all. Laboratorio di 
Servicio Is ISO-15189:2012 accredited by the 
Dutch Council for Accreditation (M317). 


NAAT Test 

As Aruba resumes to receive more and more 
visitors each month, one thing has become 
very clear: testing is critical. Thus far Med- 
Care Clinic has been offering high-volume 
laboratory testing with results in 24 hours or 
less. The newest service on the market Is 
NAAT test, where you receive your results in 
minutes not hours. 


Just steps away from you 

The Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are lo- 
cated at the Cove Mall and near the Court- 
yard by Marriott Aruba Resort at the Mill. 
These two locations at a stone’s throw from 
your resort, condominium, or other vacation 
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accommodation. Walk-ins are welcome. It is 
recommended that the tests are done timely, 
as the negative fest is only accepted if taken 
Up to three days before boarding your flight. 
MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center at the Cove 
Mall is opposite the Holiday Inn and is open 
every day for walk-ins from 8 AM through 6 
PM. MedCare’s other location is situated at 
The Courtyard Aruba Resort, is across the 
street from the RIU Hotel and is open every 
day from 8:00 AM until 2 PM. 


At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, 
MedCare has setup Testing Centers on site. 
The hotels/resorts at which we have a testing 
site are: Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village, 
Divi Golf, Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarijn, Hilton 
Aruba Caribbean Resort, Hyatt Regency, Re- 
naissance, and the kitz-Carlton Resort. Please 
contact your front desk for more information 
on our Testing Centers at these properties. 


Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested with a viral test 
that could be either an Antigen Test or a nu- 
cleic acid amplification test (NAAT), such as 
the reverse transcription polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR). The price for the Antigen Test 
is only $50, and the PCR Test is available, for 
$125, The new NAAT will be $150 (results in 
30 minutes.) MedCare offers the easier and 
substantially cheaper Antigen Test that is ac- 
ceptable for travel to the U.S. as per the CDC 
guidelines. Pre-travel testing is not covered 
by the Aruban visitor insurance. Please con- 
tact your insurance company to verify if test- 
ing costs are insured. Results are e-mailed to 
you within 24 hours of testing. 
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Private bookings 
For your convenience, Medcare also offers 
private testing at your accommodation/ho- 
tel room for a one-time service fee of $120. 
This fee covers testing up to 10 people (one 
appointment, at one location and a specific 
time). Additional persons will be charged $10 
per person. Regular testing fees applies.) 





For more information, please contact: 
Phone: +297 280 0630 

Email: info@medcare.aw 
https://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 
Follow us on social media: 
MedCare Clinic | Facebook 





SIDS Solutions Platform highlights 
University of Aruba's Sustainable 
Island Solutions Program 


ORANJESTAD - The Sustainable Island Solutions program 
at the University of Aruba (SISSTEM) has been identified as 
one of the highlighted Sustainable Island Solutions by the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
Nominated candidates were selected on the basis of 
Strict criteria: 


e have already passed the proof of concept stage and 
have been operational for at least 12 months; 

° be scalable with a proven strong potential to gen- 
erate cascading results to improve agriculture and 
food production, nutrition, livelinoods, health, and the 
environment; 

e have local (community, farmers, fisheroersons, OUb- 
lic, government, the private sector, donors) demand- 
driven characteristics; and 

e have strong implications for positively catalyzing food 
systems’ value chains. This, for example, means that 
solutions in eco-tourism and agri-tourism are also eli- 
gible if they use agri-food systems, nutrition, health, 
and the environment. 


The FAO platform will enhance information exchange to 
facilitate develooment. It will gather Heads of Govern- 
ments, UN agencies, and representatives from a wide 
soectrum of farmers organizations, NGOs, civil society, 
and innovators to incubate, promote and scale-up 
home-grown and imported solutions to accelerate the 
achievement of the agriculture, food, and nutrition-relat- 
ed Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Small Island 
Development States (SIDS). 

To support the ongoing flow of innovative solutions, a 
SIDS Solutions Platform will be launched in the Pacific in 
2021, and will gradually expand to all other SIDS in the 
African, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, and South China 
Sea (AIMS); and the Caribbean regions. SISSTEM at the 
University of Aruba (UA) has been identified as one of the 
forerunners in education for sustainable development in 
small island states. 


The first biennial forum is on the 30 and 31 August 2021. 
The theme is the identification of locally grown or import- 
ed solutions of innovation and digitalization to address 
the COVID-19 impacts on the economy and to acceler- 
ate the achievement of the SDGs related to agri-food 
systems, nutrition, health, the environment, and climate 
resilience in SIDS. 

The SISSTEM program, that is funded by the European 
Union as part of the EDF-11 fund, aims to reach a broad 
range of students from Aruba and from the global com- 
munity of small iskand states. Students with a VWO back- 
ground or HAVO or EPI plus AFY (Academic Foundation 
Year at the UA) - Sciences track or similar backgrounds 
are encouraged to apply for the bachelor program that 
leads to a Bsc. in Sustainable Engineering. 


This recognition by FAO constitutes a new step in broad- 
ening the reach and impact of the University of Aruba's 
SISSTEM program.L] 
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Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like 
to portrait you! By invit- 
ing you to send us your 
favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy 
Island. 

Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me Is ....... send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) fo: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 


Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any 
other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Carib- 
bean Speed Printers and 
any of its affiliated com- 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 
RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 
| Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (2am-4pm) 


sales(@playalinda.com or call (+297)-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-866-281-1544 








out our website, Instagram 


and Facebook page! 
Thank you for support- 
ing our free newspaper, 
we strive to make you a 
happy reader every day 
again.) 
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Get your Own Ocean 
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E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE 
Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 


www.costalinda-aruba.com 


Meeting with the private sector in preparation for the assessment of Aruba in the area 


of Anti-Money Laundering and Combating the Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT) 


ORANJESTAD — On Wednes- 
day, August 25, 2021, Prime 
Minister held a speech at 
the Marriott hotel at the Pri- 
vate Sector Stake Holders 
Meeting. 


Prime Minister held a 
soeech at the Marriott 
hotel at the Private Sec- 
tor Stake Holders Meeting 
on Wednesday, August 
25, 2021.Aruba National 
Money Laundering Report 
Risk Report February 21, 
2021. This meeting with or- 
ganizations in the private 
sector was in preparation 
for the upcoming “Mutual 
Evaluation of Aruba under 
auspices of the Caribbean 
Financial Action Task Force 
(CFATF)”. Upcoming Mon- 
day, August 30, 2021, to 





September 10, 2021, a site 
visit is planned. All govern- 
ment and = semi-govern- 
ment companies working 
in the field of Anti-Money 
Laundering and Combat- 
ing the Financing of Ter- 
rorism (AML/CFT), worked 
diligently in preparation for 
the assessment. 


Prime Minister Evelyn Wev- 
er-Croes, as Chair of the 
National AML/CFT Steering 
Group, witnessed all the 
efforts into safeguarding 
Aruba's financial systems 
against money laundering, 
terrorism financing, and re- 
lated crimes. The Nation- 
al Risk Assessment (NRA) 
commenced in October 
2018 under the auspices 
of the World Bank. The 
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government of Aruba also 
organized a “CFATF PRE- 








ASSESSMENT TRAINING” in 
October 2019, attended 
by stakeholders from. pri- 
vate sectors. On March 23, 
2021, the government of 
Aruba published a report of 
the two Money Laundering 
National Risk Assessments 
(NRA). As the Chair of the 
National AML/CFT Steer- 
ing Committee, the Prime 
Minister also approved the 
reports National Risk As- 
sessment Report, Terrorist 
Financing (TF) and Prolif- 
eration Financing (PF).This 
meeting Is essential for Aru- 
ba and for the organization 
you are representing. 

It is for the well-being of 
Aruba for us to commit 
ourselves and to continue 
working together against 
money laundering and the 
financing of terrorism as 
effectively as possible. As 
Prime Minister and Chair 
of the AML/CFT Steering 
Group, | want to sincere- 
ly thank you for the work 
performed by each one 
of you, and/ or institutions 
and work fields. 

“We must jointly ensure for 
Aruba to pass the evalu- 
ation successfully. The pri- 
vate sector has an essential 











role in this challenge. | do 
Understand that in some 
cases, the application of 
the standards can be te- 
dious. However, Aruba 
needs to comply with these 
standards to maintain a 
sound international repu- 
tation as a country that 
does not accept money 
laundering and the financ- 
ing of terrorism. By standing 
together, government and 
the private sector, we can 
fignt money laundering 
and the financing of ter- 
rorism effectively. We hope 
and trust that we can con- 
tinue to count on your sup- 
port next week during the 
on-site visit and in the fu- 
ture”, Prime Minister Wever- 
Croes emphasized during 
her speech Wednesday 
morning.) 
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Jacques Rogge, IOC president for 12 years, dies at 79 


By Chris Lehourites 
LONDON (AP) — Jacques 
Rogge, who oversaw an 
era of political and finan- 
cial stability in the Olympic 
movement after its worst 
ethics scandal and pur- 
sued a hard line against 
doping during his 12 years 
as IOC president, has died, 
the Olympic. organization 
said Sunday. He was 79. 
The International Olympic 
Committee announced his 
death without giving de- 
tails. Rogge’s health had 
visibly declined when he 
attended Olympic events 
since his presidency ended 
in 2013. 

“First and foremost, Jacques 
loved sport and being with 
athletes — and he transmit- 
ted this passion to every- 
one who knew him,” Thom- 
as Bach, Rogge’s successor 
as president, said in an lOC 
statement. “His joy in sport 
was infectious.” 

Rogge, a former orthope- 
dic surgeon from Belgium, 
guided the IOC through a 
period of relative calm and 
prosperity during a term 
that soanned three Sum- 
mer Olympics and three 
Winter Games from 2001- 
ZOMG: 

A three-time Olympian 
in sailing, Rogge earned 
praise for bringing a steady 
hand to the often turbulent 
world of Olympic. politics 
but also faced outside criti- 
cism for not being tough 
enough on human rights ts- 
sues with China and Russia. 
Under Rogge’s watch, the 
IOC took the Olympics to 
new countries and conti- 
nents — awarding the first 
Summer Games to South 
America (Rio de Janeiro 
In 2016) and the first Win- 
ter Games to Russia (Sochi 
2014) and South Korea (Py- 
eongchang 2018). 

Rogge was elected the 
lOC’s eighth president in 
Moscow on July 16, 2001, 
defeating four other can- 
didates to succeed Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, a 
Seaniard who ran the com- 
mittee with an authoritar- 
ian and imperious style for 
21 years. Rogge took office 
in the wake of the Salt Lake 
City corruption scandal, in 
which 10 l|OC members re- 
signed or were expelled for 
receiving scholarships, pay- 





FILE - In this Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013 file photo, International Olympic Committee (lIOC) President 


Jacques Rogge shows the name of the city of Tokyo elected to host the 2020 Summer Olympics 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The International Olympic Committee on Sunday, Aug, 29, 2021 says 
Jacques Rogge who led the organization as president for 12 years, has died. He was 79. (Fabrice 


Coffrini/Pool photo via AP, file) 


ments and lavish gifts dur- 
ing the Utah capital’s win- 
ning bid for the 2002 Winter 
Games. 

Rogge enjoyed a “Mr. 
Clean” reputation and 
moved quickly to break 
with the IOC's tainted and 
elitist image. Within hours 
of coming to power, he 
announced that he would 
stay in the athletes’ village 
rather than the IOC hotel 
during the Salt Lake Olym- 
pics. (He continued the 
practice at subsequent 
games, though he also 
would stay in the official 
hotel when he had impor- 
tant meetings). 

“He was absolutely the 
right person at the right 
time,” Norwegian former 
lOC member Gerhard Hei- 
berg said. “We had a lot 
of turmoil. We had to get 
out of that. We had to get 
another image. He brought 
stability to the organiza- 
tion.” 

Rogge’s measured, unpre- 
tentious style was in sharo 
contrast with that of Sa- 
maranch. While the former 
Spanish diplomat worked 
behind the scenes and 
twisted arms to get what 
he wanted, Rogge pursued 
Qa more democratic, col- 
legial and management- 
oriented approach. He de- 
scribed himself as a “sober” 
leader. 


After serving an initial eight- 
year term, Rogge was re- 
elected unopposed in 2009 
to a second and final four- 
year mandate. He stepped 
down in September 2013 in 
Buenos Aires, where Ger- 
many’s Thomas Bach was 
elected as his successor. 

“| received an IOC in good 
shape from Samaranch,” 
Rogge said in an _ inter- 
view before handing over 
to Bach. “And | believe | 
will leave an IOC in good 
shape to my successor.” 
Rogge spoke five languag- 
es, a big selling point in the 
multi-lingual IOC. His na- 
tive tongue was Flemish or 
Dutch, but he also spoke 
French, English, Spanish 
and German. 

Rogge presided over Sum- 
mer Olympics in Athens 
(2004), Beijing (2008) and 
London (2012), and Win- 
ter Games in Salt Lake City 
(2002), Turin (2006) and 
Vancouver (2010). 

Salt Lake City came just 
months after the Sept. 11, 
2001, terror attacks. Rog- 
ge consulted with then- 
President George W. Bush 
about security measures for 
the games, which went off 
peacefully. 

Preparations for the Athens 
Games were dogged by 
chronic delays. Beijing was 
surrounded by controversy 
over China’s record on Ti- 


bet, human rights and press 
freedom. 

Human rights groups ac- 
cused Rogge and the 
IOC of failing to speak out 
against abuses in China 
and Russia. Rogge es- 
poused “quiet diplomacy” 
and insisted repeatedly 
that the IOC was a sports 
organization, not a govern- 
ment or political body. 
Rogge said the darkest 
moment of his presidency 
was the death of Georgian 
luger Nodar Kumaritashvilli, 
who was killed in a high- 
speed training crash hours 
before the 2010 opening 
ceremony in Vancouver. 
While Samaranch and 
the IOC were criticized for 
Qa perceived laxness on 
performance-enhancing 
drugs, Rogge initiated a 
high-profile “zero — toler- 
ance” policy on doping. 
He doubled the number 
of drug tests at the Olym- 
pics to 5,000, instituted 
rigorous pre-games and 
out-of-competition checks 
and retested samples from 
previous games to catch 
cheaters retroactively. 
Rogge warned frequently 
about the threat of match- 
fixing and illegal betting, 
setting up a dedicated unit 
to monitor betting patterns 
during the Olympics. He 
applied a hard line on eth- 
ics, susoending or forcing 


out members implicated in 
any violations and holding 
firm to the post-Salt Lake 
City ban on member visits 
to bid cities. 

Rogge came under fire 
from Jewish groups for re- 
fusing to allow a moment 
of silence at the London 
opening ceremony fo re- 
member the 11 Israeli team 
members killed by Pales- 
tinian gunmen at the 1972 
Munich Games. He did 
take part in soecial com- 
memorations for the Israelis 
outside of the ceremonies. 
Seeking to contain the 
size and cost of the Olym- 
pics, Rogge instituted a 
cap of 10,500 athletes and 
28 sports for the Summer 
Games. Still, there were 
about 11,000 athletes and 
33 sports at the Tokyo Olym- 
pics that closed this month. 
He struggled with the thorny 
issue of cutting and adding 
sports. Softball and base- 
ball were removed from 
the program after 2008, 
while golf and rugby were 
included for 2016. Wrestling 
was surprisingly dropped for 
2020 in 2012 but was given 
a second chance and won 
back its place a year later. 
The 1OC’s financial secu- 
rity strengthened under 
Rogge's tenure. Revenues 
from global sponsors grew 
from $663 million in 2001-04 
to nearly $1 billion for the 
four-year cycle through 
London. Television rights 
deals raised billions, includ- 
ing a $4.38 billion deal with 
NBC through the 2020 To- 
kyo Olympics. The IOC's 
reserves rose from $100 mil- 
lion to $900 million over 10 
years. 

IN a major breakthrough, 
Rogge signed a long-term 
revenue-sharing deal with 
the USOC in 2012. Tensions 
had festered for years over 
a previous deal that many 
Olympic officials felt gave 
the U.S. foo big a slice of TV 
and sponsorship revenues. 
Rogge’s health declined 
in the final years of his 
oresidency. He underwent 
hio replacement surgery 
in September 2012 and 
looked a far cry from the 
youthful, robust man who 
came To power. 

Rogge is survived by his 
wife, Anne, and their two 
adult children. 
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Packed with virus patients, Louisiana 
hospitals hit by Ida 





FILE - In this Tuesday, Aug. 10, 2021 file photo, Dr. Kristen Rogers, 
left, a hospitalist on the COVID ward, joins Rebecca Russo, an 
occupational therapist, and Taylor Amedee, a physical thera- 
pist, as they assist COVID patient Joan Bronson at Ochsner Med- 
ical Center in Jefferson, La. Louisiana hospitals already packed 
with patients from the latest coronavirus surge are now bracing 
for a powerful Category 4 hurricane, which is expected to crash 
ashore Sunday, Aug. 28, 2021. (Chris Granger/The Times-Pica- 
yune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP, File) 


By Rebecca Santana and 
Melinda Deslatte 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Loul- 
siana hospitals are already 
packed with patients from 
the latest coronavirus 
surge and are challenged 
by Hurricane Ida, which 
slammed ashore Sunday as 
one of the most powerful 
storms ever to hit the United 
States. 

“Once again we find our- 
selves dealing with a natu- 
ral disaster in the midst of a 
pandemic,” said Jennifer 
Avegno, the top health of- 
ficial for New Orleans. 

The storm struck as hospi- 
tals and their intensive care 
Units are filled with patients 
from the fourth surge of 
the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, sparked by the highly 
contagious delta variant 
and low vaccination rates 
across Louisiana. 

Daily tallies of new cases in 
Louisiana went from a few 
hundred a day through 
much of the spring and 
early summer to thousands 
a day by late July. State- 
wide, hospitalizations had 
peaked at around 2,000 
or fewer in three previous 
surges. But that number 
oeaked at more than 3,000 
in August. 

Gov. John Bel Edwards said 
Sunday more than 2,400 
COVID-19 patients are in 
Louisiana hospitals. 

“We're in a very dangerous 
place with our hospitals,” 


Edwards told The Associ- 
ated Press. 

He said evacuating the 
largest hospitals was not an 
option 

“There  aren’t hospitals 
with the capacity to take 
them,” Edwards said. “And 
SO making sure that they 
can maintain power and 
water, have access fo alll 
the things that they need 
and oxygen and other 
things is going to really 
consume a lot of our time 
and attention because we 
know that the lights could 
be out, power Could be out 
for weeks.” 

He added: “We don't 
know what the damage is 
yet, but we're going to start 


planning to make sure that 
we have plenty of genera- 
tors and expertise on hand 
to try to keep these hospi- 
tals operational. You know, 
and | hate to say it this way, 
but we have a lot of peo- 
ple on ventilators today 
and they don’t work with- 
out electricity.” 

Officials at Ochsner Health, 
which runs the largest hos- 
pital network in Louisiana, 
said Saturday that they 
considered evacuating 
some facilities closer fo 
the coast but that wasn’t 
possible considering how 
oacked other hospitals are. 
Roughly 15 of the network's 
hospitals are in areas po- 
tentially affected by lda. 
The network evacuated 
some patients with par- 
ticular medical needs from 
small, rural hospitals to larg- 
er facilities. 

“COVID has — certainly 
added a challenge to this 
storm,” said Mike Hulefeld, 
executive vice president 
and chief operating officer 
of Ochsner Health. 

Hulefeld said the hospital 
network ordered 10 days 
of supplies for facilities in 
areas that might be affect- 
ed by Ida, and everything 
arrived. Each facility has 
backup power that was 
tested and a backup fuel 
truck on-site. Many of the 
chain's hospitals also have 
water wells in case city wa- 
ter goes out. 

“We're as ready as we can 
be,” Hulefeld said.) 
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Croatia thrilled at summer 
season success despite 


COVID-19 


By Darko Bandic 
Associated Press 
DUBROVNIK, Croatia (AP) 
— Beaches along Croa- 
tia’s Adriatic Sea coastline 
are swarming with peo- 
ole. Guided tours are fully 
booked, restaurants are 
oacked and sailboats were 
chartered well in advance. 
Summer tourism has ex- 
ceeded even the most 
optimistic expectations in 
Croatia this year. Once 
fearful that the coronavirus 
pandemic would discour- 
age people from traveling, 
Croatia's tourism industry 
was caught by surprise. 


‘It’s much better — it’s 
almost like 2020 never 
happened,” said Josip 


Crncevic, a tour guide in 
Dubrovnik, a southern city 
known for its Old Town and 
nightlife that is Croatia's 
most popular destination. 
The Balkan country experi- 
enced four years of war in 
the 1990s, but before the 
pandemic had become a 
top vacation spot for Euro- 
pean and American visitors 
who appreciated its small 
towns and scores of islands 
offering natural beauty, 
local seafood and recre- 
ation in comparatively un- 
crowded seltings. 

The success of the sum- 
mer season carries strong 
implications for Croatia’s 
economy, which is among 
the weakest in the Europe- 
an Union. Tourism accounts 
for up to 20% of gross do- 
mestic product, and visitor 
spending Is essential to the 
incomes of locals who rent 
lodging or run other tour- 
ism-linked businesses. 

While people here pre- 
oared for this year to be 
better than last because 
of the advent of COVID-19 
vaccines, the tourism minis- 
ter described the July and 
August demand for get- 
aways in Croatia as “re- 
markable.” As of Aug. 10, 
overnight stays were at 69% 
of the record number seen 
in the 2019 season, tour- 
ism minister Nikolina Brnjac 
said. 

The tourism revival is clearly 
visible in Dubrovnik, known 
as the “pearl” of the coast- 


line, famous for its fortified, 
walled medieval city that is 
a UNESCO protected area 
and which served as a set 
for the popular “Game of 
Thrones” series. The main 
street in Old Town buzzes 
with people as tour groups 
mill along the outer walls. 
As a reminder of the con- 
tinuing risk of COVID-19, 
a huge sign on one of the 
stone walls warns people 
to keep their distance from 
others, to wash their hands 
and to wear masks. Wear- 
iINg a mask Is required in en- 
closed spaces in Croatia, 
but not outdoors. 

Toni DugandZzic, a waiter at 
the restaurant Gusta Me, 
said the influx of tourists 
surorised many town resi- 
dents and business people 
following last year’s poor 
season. Restaurant owners 
didn't expect it and there- 
fore didn’t hire enough 
staff in time, he said. 

“We work a little bit more 
because we were not pre- 
pared regarding human re- 
sources,” Dugandzic said. 
Health officials organized 
vaccination drives _ for 
people with jobs in tourism 
and kept some crowd lim- 
its in place. About 40% of 
the adult population in the 
country of 4.2 million has 
been vaccinated against 
the coronavirus. 

Daily reported cases have 
increased in recent weeks, 
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Holidaymakers enjoy the weather on a beach in Dubrovnik, 
Croatia, Friday, Aug. 13, 2021. Summer tourism has exceed- 
ed even the most optimistic expectations in Croatia this year. 
Beaches along the country's Adriatic Sea coastline are swarm- 
ing with people. Guided tours are fully booked, restaurants are 
packed and sailboats were chartered well in advance. (AP 


Photo/Darko Bandic) 


reaching nearly 600 late 
this week. Croatia has re- 
ported about 370,000 cas- 
es and more than 8,000 
virus-related deaths since 
the start of the pandemic. 
Some visitors decided the 
best way to stay safe while 
on vacation was by rent- 
ing a sailboat to tour Cro- 
atia’s islands and isolated 
bays. Most of the sailboats 
in the crammed marina in 
the central Adriatic town 
of Biograd were already 
booked. 

“Everybody Is looking fo 
have a boat!” exclaimed 
Marin Katicin, the CEO of 
charter company Pitter 
Yachting. “We have no 
boats anymore!” 

Kate Redder, a visitor from 
Germany, chartered a 
boat with her friends. Sail- 
ing around Croatia pro- 


vides a feeling of indepen- 
dence, a better view of the 
country’s stunning scenery 
and a way fo self-isolate on 
the water, she explained. 

“| think if is just safer than 
going to a hotel where you 
meet different people alll 
the time,” Redder said. “So 
you are safe. We are only 
here as a family and with 
our skipper.’ LJ 
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aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Paradera_ Tel. 588 6638 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 
Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 
Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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US intelligence still divided on origins of coronavirus 


By Nomaan Merchant 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — USS. 
intelligence agencies re- 
main divided on the origins 
of the coronavirus but be- 
lieve China's leaders did 
not know about the virus 
before the start of the glob- 
al pandemic, according 
to results released Friday of 
a review ordered by Presi- 
dent Joe Biden. 

According to an unclassi- 
fied summary, four mem- 
bers of the U.S. intelligence 
community say with low 
confidence that the virus 
was initially transmitted 
from an animal to a human. 
A fifth intelligence agency 
believes with moderate 
confidence that the first 
human infection was linked 
to a lab. Analysts do not 
believe the virus was devel- 
oped as a bioweapon and 
most agencies believe the 
virus was not genetically 
engineered. 

The Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence said 
in a statement Friday that 
China “continues to hinder 
the global investigation, re- 
sist sharing information and 
blame other countries, in- 
cluding the United States.” 
Reaching a conclusion 
about what caused the 
virus likely requires China’s 
cooperation, the office 
said. 

The cause of the coronavi- 
rus remains an urgent pub- 
lic health and security con- 





In this July 27, 2021, file photo Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines introduces President 
Joe Biden during a visit to the Office of the Director of National Intelligence in McLean, Va. China's 
refusal to fully cooperate with U.S. and international investigations of the virus has hampered 
reviews of the virus’ origins. The Director of National Intelligence said Friday, Aug. 27, that China 
“continues to hinder the global investigation, resist sharing information, and blame other countries 
including the United States.” (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File) 


cern worldwide. In the US., 
many conservatives have 
accused Chinese scientists 
of developing COVID-19 
in a lab and allowing It to 
leak. State Department offi- 
cials under former President 
Donald Trump published a 
fact sheet noting research 
into coronaviruses con- 
ducted at the Wuhan Insti- 
tute of Virology, located in 
the Chinese city where the 
first Major Known outbreak 
occurred. 

The scientific consensus re- 
mains that the virus most 


likely migrated from = ani- 
mals in what’s known as a 
zoonotic transmission. So- 
called “spillover events” 
occur in nature, and there 
are at least two coronavi- 
ruses that evolved in bats 
and caused human epi- 
demics, SARS1 and MERS. 
In a statement, Biden said 
China had obstructed ef- 
forts to investigate the virus 
“from the beginning.” 

“The world deserves an- 
swers, and | will not rest until 
we get them,” he said. “Re- 
sponsible nations do not 


shirk these kinds of resoon- 
sibilities to the rest of the 
world.” 

China’s embassy in Wash- 
ington hit back with a 
lengthy statement saying 
the U.S. had “fabricated” 
the report and_ invoking 
mistaken American intel- 
ligence about weapons of 
mass destruction prior to 
the Iraq War. 

“The report by the intelli- 
gence community is based 
on presumption of guilt on 
the part of China, and it 
is only for scapegoating 
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China,” the embassy said. 
“Such a practice will only 
disturob and sabotage in- 
ternational cooperation on 
origin-tracing and on fight- 
ing the pandemic, and has 
been widely opposed by 
the international cCommuvu- 
nity.” 

Biden in May ordered a 
90-day review of what the 
White House said was an ini- 
tial finding leading to “two 
likely scenarios”: an animal- 
to-human transmission or a 
lab leak. The White House 
said then that two agen- 
cies in the 18-member intel- 
ligence community leaned 
toward the hypothesis of a 
transmission in nature and 
another agency leaned to- 
ward a lab leak. 

The Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence on Fri- 
day did not identify which 
agencies supported either 
hypothesis. But if noted 
some of the same hurdles 
facing the World Health 
Organization and scientists 
worldwide: a lack of clini- 
cal samples and data from 
the earliest cases of CO- 
VID-19. 

In conducting the review, 
intelligence agencies con- 
sulted with allied nations 
and experts outside of 
government. An epidemi- 
ologist was brought into 
the National Intelligence 
Council, a group of senior 
experts that consults the 
head of the intelligence 
community.L] 





SpaceX launches ants, avocados, 





This long exposure photo shows the launch of a SpaceX Fal- 
con 9 rocket on a resupply mission for NASA to the International 
Space Station from Pad 39A at Kennedy Space Center, seen 
from Merritt Island, Fla., Sunday, Aug. 29, 2021. The SpaceX ship- 
ment of ants, avocados and a human-sized robotic arm rocket- 
ed toward the International Space Station on Sunday. (Malcolm 
Denemark/Florida Today via AP) 


CAPE CANAVERAL, | Fla. 
(AP) — A SpaceX shipment 
of ants, avocados and a 
human-sized robotic arm 
rocketed toward the Inter- 
national Space Station on 
Sunday. 

The delivery — due to ar- 
rive Monday — Is the com- 
pany’s 23rd for NASA in just 
under a decade. 

A recycled Falcon rocket 
blasted into the predawn 
sky from NASA's Kennedy 
Seace Center. After hoist- 
ing the Dragon capsule, 
the first-stage booster land- 
ed upright on SpacexX’s 
newest ocean platform, 
named “A Shortfall of 
Gravitas.” SoacexX founder 


robot to space station 


Elon Musk continued his 
tradition of naming the 
booster-recovery vessels in 
tribute to the late science 
fiction writer lain Banks and 
his Culture series. 

The Dragon is carrying 
more than 4,800 pounds 
(2,170 kilograms) of sup- 
plies and experiments, and 
fresh food including avo- 
cados, lemons and even 
ice cream for the space 
station's seven astronauts. 
The Girl Scouts are send- 
ing up ants, brine shrimp 
and plants as test subjects, 
while University of Wiscon- 
sin-Madison. scientists are 
flying up seeds from mouse- 
ear cress, a small flowering 


weed used in genetic re- 
search. Samples of con- 
crete, solar cells and other 
materials also will be sub- 
jected to weightlessness. 

A Japanese start-udp com- 
pany's experimental  ro- 
botic arm, meanwhile, will 
attempt to screw items 
together in its orbital de- 
but and perform other 
mundane chores normally 
done by astronauts. The first 
tests will be done inside the 
soace station. Future mod- 
els of Gitai Inc.'s robot will 
venture out into the vac- 
uum of soace to practice 
satellite and other repair 
jobs, said chief technology 
officer Toyotaka Kozuki.() 
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Verstappen wins rain-marred Belgian GP after short restart 


By Jerome Pugmire 
SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS, 
Belgium (AP) — Max Ver- 
stappen won arain-soaked 
Belgian Grand Prix when it 
was finally called off Sun- 
day after it restarted under 
a safety car nearly three 
hours later than its sched- 
uled time. 

The race was shortened to 
last one hour with only half 
points awarded to the win- 
ner, who needed to com- 
plete only two laps to earn 
points. 

“Now, in hindsight, it was 
important to get the pole 
position,” Red Bull driver 
Verstappen said. “But it 
was a shame not to do 
oroper laps.” 

He was leading from Wil- 
llams driver George Russell 
and Mercedes star Lewis 
Hamilton on Lap 4 when 
the restarted race ended 
after roughly 10 minutes 
with rain still lashing down. 
“Of course it’s a win but not 
how you want to win,” Ver- 
stappen said. “Credit to all 
the fans who stayed here 
for so long. They are the 
real winners today.” 
Verstappen’s sixth win of 
the season was the 1éth 
of his career and stopped 
Hamilton earning a record- 
extending 100th win, while 
also trimming his overall 
lead from eight points to 
three. 

Verstappen collected 12.5 
points instead of 25, with 
Russell getting nine for his 
second career podium 
and Hamilton picking up 
] oO. 

Fans cheered loudly from 
the stands and the _ hills 
around the track when It 
was announced the race 
would start again at 6:17 
p.m. local time (1617 GMT) 
— 3 hours, 17 minutes after 
it normally would have. 

But after just 10 minutes of 
Verstappen rolling Ccavu- 
tiously behind the safety 
car if was suspended for a 
second time aft just before 
6:30 p.m. 

“| really hope the fans get 
their money back today,” 
Hamilton said. “They were 
incredible.” 

The first time the race was 
susoended was shortly af- 
ter 3:30 p.m. local time fol- 
lowing a formation lap. 
The 7-kilometer (4.3-mile) 


Spa-Francorchamps Clr- 
cult was totally drenched. 
Soaked fans huddled un- 
der large umbrellas on 
muddy banks as they wait- 
ed for the worst of the rain 
to pass. The thick clouds 
and mist hanging over the 
Ardennes forest also gave 
the circuit a daunting look 
and made for poor visibility. 
When the drivers embarked 
on their formation laps the 
first time around, several 
complained. 

“| really can’t see any- 
thing,” said Hamilton, who 
was chasing a fifth win at 
the track. 

The decision to suspend the 
start was made a few mo- 
ments later. 

“It's wet, but | think it’s fine 
to race,” said Verstappen 
who started from pole for 
the sixth time this season 





First place, Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands, 
holds up the trophy on the podium after the Formula One Grand 
Prix at the Spa-Francorchamps racetrack in Spa, Belgium, Sun- 
day, Aug. 29, 2021. The race was red flagged due to weather 
conditions. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco) 


and ninth overall. 

His teammate Sergio Perez 
appeared to be out of the 
race before it even started, 
sliding off the track during 


Everyday triple points 
ORCHID CASINO 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
for you and your party. 


ri si 


the warmup lap at around 
2:30 p.m. and damaging 
his front suspension. 

Red Bull asked race con- 
trol if Perez could start the 


race if they repaired his car 
in time. The FIA said it was 
considering the request 
and later announced Perez 
would be allowed to start 
from the pit lane. 

At 5 p.m. a further delay 
was announced. 
McLaren's Daniel Ricciardo 
entertained the fans wait- 
ing in the grandstand from 
the pit lane. In his 200th Fl 
race, the popular Austra- 
lian made extravagant 
hand gestures and waved 
to them as they chanted 
“Daniel, Daniel.” 

“| obviously feel for them,” 
Ricciardo said. “We're in it 
together but circumstanc- 
es are out of our control.” 

It was a poor show for FI 
— following some. thrilling 
races this season -- but for 
Russell if was a huge race 
for his career. 
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Indulge yourself with an Evening 
to Remember at Water's Edge 
Restaurant & Bar 


EAGLE BEACH — Located at 
Costa Linda Beach Resort be- 
tween its captivating swimming 
pool and the amazing world- 
famous Eagle Beach Aruba, you 
will find ‘Water's Edge Restau- 
rant; a cozy, relaxing & inspiring 
Aruban restaurant. Serving the 
most mouthwatering dishes of all 
over the world to please all your 
taste buds with its popular and 
demanding international selec- 
tion. 


If you’re looking for a phenom- 
enal dinner experience that has 
all the ingredients for a wonder- 
ful gastronomic night, then you 
should book at least one night 
of your stay at Water's Edge Res- 
taurant. Designed to pamper alll 
your senses and cover all of your 
needs with an amazing § staff 
to attend to your every wish, 
whether in the fine dining room 
or under a palapa with your toes 
in the sand. 


Gastronomic journey 

Kick start the night with a great, 
refreshing and most delicious 
cocktail mixed with concoctions 
before the grand tour of an ex- 
traordinary culinary experience. 
Start your journey with an exqul- 
site appetizer such as the daily 
fresh made Water’s Edge cevi- 
che or maybe a world known 
jumbo shrimp cocktail followed 
by the Chef’s special of seafood 
such as the Spicy Caribbean 
Seafood pasta, Mahi Mahi or 
pan fried Red Snapper served 
with Aruban creole sauce or 
garlic lemon butter. For the 
carivores among us there are 
choices of 8 ounce seasoned 
Filet Mignon, 12 ounce kib Eye 
steak or a French Rack of Lamb 





S\) WATER’S EDGE 


= RESTAURANT & BAR 


seasoned and grilled to perfec- 
tion. With choices of extra sides 
of fresh asparagus, seasonal 
vegetables, mashed or baked 
potatoes, fries or rice and beans. 
Combine your personal choice 
with one of the most exclusive 
wines from the great selection 
of international wines to com- 
pliment your dish. Kids will enjoy 
every item of the specially com- 
piled kids menu. Vegetarians 
will enjoy the roasted vegetable 
pasta tossed in a light butter 
sauce and topped with freshly 
shaved parmesan cheese. As 
desserts the choices are wild. 
Homemade key lime pie, co- 


" a aan = 
| _o 
i 
q J i i 
; a 
lox © 2 
i : 
j 
. 1 . 
q a 
j 





_ | 1 > rf <_ 2 
- 3 ' 9 d i ; \ le — = 





conut flan served with caramel 
sauce and whipped cream or 
a NY cheese cake, chocolate 
brownie with chocolate sauce 
vanilla ice cream and whipped 
cream or a delicious oven fresh 
carrot cake served with orange 
sauce and candied pecans. 
Whether it is the best seafood, 
steaks, chicken, pasta, or your 
continental favorites the reason- 
ably priced menu offers a mod- 
ern twist and features generous 
portions and Chef's specials. 


Creating memories 

Planning a birthday or anniver- 
sary dinnere Water's Edges Res- 
taurants gives you the perfect 
gift. Here, you will receive a nice 
bottle of champagne to take 
home with you to extend your 
experience even further wheth- 
er on the beach or your own pri- 
vate balcony. 


Live entertainment: 

Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best lo- 
cal artists for you to enjoy. On 
Monday & Saturday, Angela 
Flores, will delight you with her 
violin. Tuesday, Jean Paul, Sax- 
ophonist, will get you moving. 
On Wednesday’s and Sunday's 
singer Paula Ridderstap — will 
make you sing along to all her 
tunes. Thursday’s and Friday’s 








guitarist Ricky Thomas will make 
you find your groove. And also 
on Sunday's Tico Kock will make 
you dance away fo the sounds 
of his steel drum. Whether you’re 
IN a romantic mood or more in 
a swinging mood, there Is abso- 
lutely a night especially for you. 
In addition, the best happy hour 
in Aruba happens right here. 
Water's Edge Restaurant of- 
fers three Happy Hours daily (12 
noon - 1pm, 4pm-6pm, with 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres 
served by circulating staff, and 
again from 9 pm — 10 pm) with 
all premium brands specially 
priced. 


Whether it’s for breakfast, lunch 
or dinner, Water's Edge Restau- 
rant & Bar offers a relaxed and 
inspirational dining experience 
overlooking the beautiful Eagle 
Beach with spectacular sunset 
views. Gather with friends and 
family for drinks and appetizers 
or a night of pampering and re- 
laxation. 


Water's Edge Restaurant & Bar 
is located at Costa Linda Beach 
Resort. 

Open daily from 8am — 11lom 

To reserve your table please call 
+297 583-8000 ext. 8150 

For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
www.watersedge-aruba.com L} 





